





feb NAME: Lieutenant Cieneral Xu Huizi (1776/1920/3320) 
(pronounced shoo), People’s Liberation Army (PI.A). 


fo POSITION, Deputy Chuef of the General Stall (VCOGS), 
General Stall Deparument (GSD), since April 1985, and lull member 
of iné Compnumst Party of China (CPC) Central Commuiuee (CC), 
since at feast September 1985, 


tA) SIGNIFICANCE: Xu ts the senior of three Deputy Chiefs of 
the General Staff, is responsible for operations, intelligence, and 
forciga affairs; and has oversight responsibility foc civil defense 
affairs. Xu is dhe funcuional equivalent of the J2/J3 on the U.S. 
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Joint Staff und is generally considercd equivalent to the U.S. Chiet 


of Starr oar the Army. Because of his military and diplomatic 


experience, personal des, and pany position, he likely cxctis considerable influence on PLA 


decistamaking, 


tSANF? Xu has substantial combat and command experience. He was probably selected 10 become a 


pee because of his SUE aL! uu of the 39th Arm 


Region, 





in he shen als Milita 








‘ Xuis also involved in the C* modernization 
effort and is working loward reshaping wie PLA by establishing new mules and regulations and by 
udupling Some aspects of Western technology and military strategy. 


oA) As DCOGS, Xu hag gained extensive diplomatic cxpericnce, tavelling frequently autside of 
Ching. He made an Army Chief of Staff counterpart visit to the United States in October 1988 and 
has in recent months accompanied Military Comunission Vice Chairman General Tu Huaging to 
Southeast Asia, In December 1993, he became the highest ranking PLA visitor to India since the 
Sing-Indian border conilict of 1962, His most recent U.S. contact was with Assistant Secretary of 
Defense Chanes Freeman in November 1993. 


fh) POLITICS: Xu is politically well connected, He is reporediy the son of Marshall Xu 
Xisnygian, and he has served unoce former Cluct of the General Staff Yang Dezhi and formes 

Natiunal Welcuse Unversity Pohtical Commissar Lt Desheng, bod: influenual retired officers, He : 
wppews lo be supparbad oF Sino-ULS. relations to assure peace and stability in (he Pacific, 


AES PERSONAL. DATA! Xu was born in 1932 int 








~| according to the official 


Chinese biography. He speaks English, French, and Russian. 


wee) CARREL: 


(Khel Chinese publicauons stale (nak AU joined fhe PLA in 1848 (he wouid have 


been iO. Uneontirmed reports say he was a KMT (Nanonalist) soldier and defected lo Ue PLA antes 


ee re treat setae ——— ee oe 
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being caprured. If true, it has not affecwed his career success, probably because of his age at the time 
and his later combat service in the PLA. Xu was cited for merit im the civil war and later served in 
Korea. In 1953, Xu studied at the Moscow Institute of Dynamics and then joined the faculty of the 
Frunze Military Academy. Xu returned to China in 1957 and subsequently served as Chicf of the 
Operations Scction of the General Staff Deparunent and as 4 tcacher at the Shijiazhuang Senior Army 
Schoo.. He took part in the 1962 Sino-Indian border clash, Xu was Commander of the 349th 
Regiment, 116th Infanwy Division, 39th Army in 1969. Xu was a deputy chief of staff under Yang 
Mezhi at the Yunnan Front HQ, which exccuted the 1979 war agaimst Vietnam, Xu’s length of tour on 
the Sinn-Vietnam border is unknown. However, prior to his transfer to Beijing in 1985, he served 
successively as Deputy Commander and Commander of the 39th Army (later 39th Group Army) in 
Shenyang Military Region. Xu was selected to be the DCOGS in April 1985. In September of the 
same year, he was elcoted a full member of the Chinese Communiss Party Central Committee, 

















